
 

 

PLEASE SCROLL DOWN FOR ARTICLE

This article was downloaded by:
On: 29 January 2011
Access details: Access Details: Free Access
Publisher Taylor & Francis
Informa Ltd Registered in England and Wales Registered Number: 1072954 Registered office: Mortimer House, 37-
41 Mortimer Street, London W1T 3JH, UK

Supramolecular Chemistry
Publication details, including instructions for authors and subscription information:
http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/title~content=t713649759

Simple Molecular Architecture Using Alkylamines, α-cyclodextrin and 18-
crown-6 in Aqueous Solution
Hans-Jürgen Buschmanna; Lucia Mutihacb; Eckhard Schollmeyera

a Deutsches Textilforschungszentrum Nord-West e.V., Krefeld, Germany b Department of Analytical
Chemistry, University of Bucharest, Bucharest, Romania

To cite this Article Buschmann, Hans-Jürgen , Mutihac, Lucia and Schollmeyer, Eckhard(2005) 'Simple Molecular
Architecture Using Alkylamines, α-cyclodextrin and 18-crown-6 in Aqueous Solution', Supramolecular Chemistry, 17: 6,
447 — 451
To link to this Article: DOI: 10.1080/10610270500163845
URL: http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/10610270500163845

Full terms and conditions of use: http://www.informaworld.com/terms-and-conditions-of-access.pdf

This article may be used for research, teaching and private study purposes. Any substantial or
systematic reproduction, re-distribution, re-selling, loan or sub-licensing, systematic supply or
distribution in any form to anyone is expressly forbidden.

The publisher does not give any warranty express or implied or make any representation that the contents
will be complete or accurate or up to date. The accuracy of any instructions, formulae and drug doses
should be independently verified with primary sources. The publisher shall not be liable for any loss,
actions, claims, proceedings, demand or costs or damages whatsoever or howsoever caused arising directly
or indirectly in connection with or arising out of the use of this material.

http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/title~content=t713649759
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/10610270500163845
http://www.informaworld.com/terms-and-conditions-of-access.pdf


Simple Molecular Architecture Using Alkylamines,
a-cyclodextrin and 18-crown-6 in Aqueous Solution
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Alkylamines are able to form complexes with
a-cyclodextrin and crown ethers. In the case of complex
formation with cyclodextrins, the alkyl group is located
inside the cavity of the cyclodextrins, whereas the polar
group is positioned outside the cavity in contact with
water molecules. Crown ether complexes with alkylam-
monium ions are formed by ion-dipole interactions
between the charged nitrogen atom and the oxygen
donor atoms of the crown ether. Formation of 1:1:1
complexes between the alkylammonium ions, 18-crown-
6, and a-cyclodextrin is therefore observed. Using
calorimetric and potentiometric titrations, each individ-
ual reaction step can be measured. The experimental
results for each individual reaction step are validated
using a thermodynamic cycle. The reactions under study
typify the self organization of three different species in
solution.

Keywords: Alkylamines; 18-Crown-6; a-Cyclodextrin; Mixed com-
plexes; Calorimetry; Self organisation

INTRODUCTION

Amine compounds, which play an important role in
biological processes, have entailed the publishing of
many reports on the interactions of amine com-
pounds with macrocyclic host compounds. The
most prominent hosts under investigation have
been crown ethers [1 – 9], cryptands [10 – 12],
cyclodextrins [13–18], calixarenes [19–23], and
cucurbiturils [24–28]. All these ligands having
well-defined binding sites with different sizes are
able to form selective complexes with amine
compounds by noncovalent interactions. In this
respect, the ion-dipole interactions between proto-
nated amino groups and neutral ligands are

responsible for the formation of amine complexes
with crown ethers and cryptands [1].

The calix[n]arenes and their derivatives have
widely been used in molecular recognition of
amino species. Their complexes are characterized to
a large extent by ion–ion interactions. A proton
transfer takes place from each of the hydroxyl group
of the neutral ligands to the nitrogen atom of the
amine [29–31]. During the complexation of alky-
lammonium ions with cucurbiturils, ion-dipole as
well as hydrophobic interactions enforce the strength
of the molecular interactions [24,28].

Due to their particular structure, the cyclodextrins
may accommodate within their cavity the hydro-
phobic part a wide variety of guest molecules in
aqueous solutions yielding inclusion complexes [32–
34]. In order to better understand the factors
involved in multiple recognition mechanism, Liu
et al. [35] have studied the behaviour of cyclodextrin-
crown ether conjugates mediated by alkali metal
ions. Additionally, threaded rotaxanes and nanotub-
ular structure involving cyclodextrins have been
reported [36–38]. In this respect, the cyclodextrins
have been used as components in designing
nanoscale structures through self-assembly, a new
strategy in chemical synthesis of nanostructures
[39,40]. By assembling relatively small molecules
into aggregates with well-defined supramolecular
entity through noncovalent interactions such as
electrostatic and van der Waals forces or hydro-
phobic effects, p–p staking interactions, metal
coordination, or hydrogen bonding, large aggregates
have been formed by self-organisation processes
[41,42].
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Our study addresses some aspects of complex
formation between protonated alkylamines, 18-
crown-6, and a-cyclodextrin in aqueous solutions
by using calorimetric and potentiometric titrations.
Formation of ammonium complexes with the crown
ether and the inclusion of the alkyl chain within the
cavity of a-cyclodextrin is likely to occur, which
makes plausible the formation of 1:1:1 complexes
between these components.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The stability constants and thermodynamic values
for the complex formation between 18-crown-6 and
alkylamine hydrochlorides in aqueous solution are
summarized in Table I. The values of the stability
constants obtained from pH-metric and calorimetric
titrations are identical within the experimental
errors. No influence of the length of the alkyl chain
upon the complex stabilities, reaction enthalpies, and
entropies is noticed. This is due to ion-dipole
interactions that are responsible for the complex
formation. Also, the values of the reaction entropies
clearly suggest the absence of any influence of the
alkyl chain on the sterical demands. Only confor-
mational changes of the crown ether and changes of
the solvation during the complex formation are
responsible for the observed reaction entropies.

However, by using a-cyclodextrin instead of 18C6
as ligand for the complexation of alkylamine
hydrochlorides changes the complexation reaction
completely (see Table II). The stability constants
measured by two different methods are in good

agreement. The values of the reaction enthalpies
exhibit monotonic dependence upon the number of
methylene groups in the alkyl chain. Obviously, the
alkyl chains are located within the cavity of a-CD
whereas the ammonium group is located outside.
Hydrophobic and van der Waals interactions are
responsible for the complex formation [43,44] and
the release of water molecules from the cavity [45].
The positively charged amino groups are strongly
solvated. These spherically arranged water mole-
cules at the protonated amino group prevent optimal
interactions of the alkyl chains inside the cavity.

The complex formation of the protonated amino
groups with 18C6 reduces the solvation and changes
the sterical arrangement of the solvent molecules
around the amino groups. The experimental results
for the complex formation of a-CD with the
preformed complexes of 18C6 and the alkylamine
hydrochlorides are presented in Table III. With the
exception of propylamine, all values of the reaction
enthalpies significantly increase in presence of the
crown ether whose presence at the amino group
favored the interactions between the alkyl chain and
a-CD. By comparing the values of the reaction
entropies for the complex formation of a-CD with
the alkylamine hydrochloride (see Table II), and the
preformed complex with 18C6 (see Table III), it turns
out that in the case of the preformed complex with
18C6 the reaction with a-CD is disfavored by
entropic contributions. The sterical requirements
for the formation of the 1:1:1 complex are much
higher compared with the 1:1 complex (alkylamine
hydrochloride:18C6). No explanation for the unusual
behaviour of propylamine can be given at the

TABLE I Stability constants log K (K in l mol21) and thermodynamic values DH and TDS (in kJ/mol) for the complex formation of
18-crown-6 with alkylamine hydrochlorides in aqueous solution at 258C

Alkylamine log Ka log Kb 2DHb TDSb

n-C2H5NH2·HCl 2.96 ^ 0.04 3.07 ^ 0.02 0.8 ^ 0.2 16.6 ^ 0.4
n-C3H7NH2·HCl 2.61 ^ 0.03 2.52 ^ 0.01 1.6 ^ 0.1 12.7 ^ 0.2
n-C4H9NH2·HCl 2.44 ^ 0.03 2.42 ^ 0.03 2.3 ^ 0.4 11.5 ^ 0.5
n-C5H11NH2·HCl 2.42 ^ 0.05 2.46 ^ 0.04 1.8 ^ 0.2 12.2 ^ 0.4
n-C6H13NH2·HCl 2.35 ^ 0.02 –c 1.5 ^ 0.2 11.8 ^ 0.4
n-C7H15NH2·HCl 2.66 ^ 0.02 2.51 ^ 0.02 2.9 ^ 0.3 11.4 ^ 0.4
n-C8H17NH2·HCl 2.10 ^ 0.03 –c 2.4 ^ 0.2 9.5 ^ 0.4

a from pH-metric tritrations. b from calorimetric titrations. c heat effect too small or titration curve not suitable for the calculation of stability constants.

TABLE II Stability constants log K (K in l mol21) and thermodynamic values DH and TDS (in kJ/mol) for the complex formation of a-CD
with alkylamine hydrochlorides in aqueous solution at 258C

Alkylamine log Ka log Kb 2DHb TDSb

n-C3H7NH2·HCl 1.82 ^ 0.04c –d 0.4 ^ 0.1 9.9 ^ 0.4
n-C4H9NH2·HCl 1.92 ^ 0.02c 1.83 ^ 0.05c 0.7 ^ 0.4c 9.7 ^ 0.7c

n-C5H11NH2·HCl 2.14 ^ 0.02c 2.48 ^ 0.02c 8.1 ^ 0.5c 6.0 ^ 0.6c

n-C6H13NH2·HCl 2.42 ^ 0.02c 2.51 ^ 0.04c 19.5 ^ 0.6c 25.2 ^ 0.8c

n-C7H15NH2·HCl 2.73 ^ 0.01c 2.90 ^ 0.05c 19.7 ^ 0.5c 23.2 ^ 0.8c

n-C8H17NH2·HCl 3.04 ^ 0.15c 3.52 ^ 0.04c 19.3 ^ 0.7c 0.8 ^ 0.8c

a from pH-metric tritrations. b from calorimetric titrations. c Reference [50]. d heat effect too small or titration curve not suitable for the calculation of stability
constants.
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moment. Thus, the favorable enthalpic contributions
are compensated by entropic contributions.

From the comparison of the results given in Tables
I and IV, respectively, it is obvious that the complex
formation of the protonated amino groups is only
slightly affected by the presence of a-CD. In the
presence of a-CD, the values of the reaction enthalpy
are higher and the values of the reaction entropy
lower than in the absence of a-CD. The preformed
complex with a-CD reduces the solvation of the
protonated amino group. As a result, less energy is
necessary to replace part of the solvent molecules
during the reaction with 18C6. This leads to higher
values for the reaction enthalpies but also to lower
values of the reaction entropies.

All individually measured reactions can be
arranged in a thermodynamic cycle (see Scheme 1).
Using such a cycle, additional reactions may be
detected or the accuracy of the experimental results
can be evaluated. Without any further reactions, one
gets for the stability constants:

log K1 þ log K4 ¼ log K3 þ log K2 ð1Þ

and for the reaction enthalpies:

DH1 þ DH4 ¼ DH3 þ DH2 ð2Þ

An identical correlation is valid for the reaction
entropies, so that Eqs. (1) and (2) can be rearranged:

Dðlog KÞ ¼ log K1 þ log K4 2 log K3 2 log K2 ð3Þ

and

DðDHÞ ¼ DH1 þ DH4 2 DH3 2 DH2 ð4Þ

Ideally, the differences of the thermodynamic data
D(log K), D(DH), and D(TDS) should be close to zero.
They are summarized in Table V on the basis of the
experimental measurements specified in Tables I–IV.

The values of D(log K) are indeed quite small. Up
to six carbon atoms the values of D(DH) and D(TDS)
are identical within the experimental error. Only in
the case of seven and eight carbon atoms the values
of D(DH) and D(TDS) increase. This effect offers a
plausible explanation. The formation of aggregates
of the protonated alkylamines similar to the
formation of micelles is not taken into account in
Fig. 1.

The values calculated in Table V also demonstrate
the formation of 1:1:1-complexes between proto-
nated alkylamines and the macrocyclic ligands 18-
crown-6 and a-cyclodextrin. The reactions between
these three different species in solution is a simple
example for the self organization of molecules due to
specific interactions. Even relative simple molecules
can act as building blocks for the construction of
nanoscalic structures.

EXPERIMENTAL

Materials

All alkylamines (Fluka) were used without further
purification. The hydrochlorides were prepared from

SCHEME 1 Thermodynamic cycle for the complexation of
protonated alkylamines (AHþ) with 18-crown-6 (18C6) and a-
cyclodextrin (a-CD).

TABLE III Stability constants log K (K in l mol21) and thermo-
dynamic values DH and TDS (in kJ/mol) for the complex
formation of a-CD with the preformed complexes of 18-crown-6
and alkylamine hydrochlorides in aqueous solution at 258C

Alkylamine complex log K 2DH TDS

n-C3H7NH2·HCl·18C6 2.57 ^ 0.02 0.9 ^ 0.2 13.7 ^ 0.3
n-C4H9NH2·HCl·18C6 2.57 ^ 0.01 8.1 ^ 0.4 6.5 ^ 0.5
n-C5H11NH2·HCl·18C6 2.50 ^ 0.05 14.8 ^ 0.8 20.6 ^ 1.1
n-C6H13NH2·HCl·18C6 2.46 ^ 0.05 26.5 ^ 2.2 212.5 ^ 2.5
n-C7H15NH2·HCl·18C6 2.58 ^ 0.03 26.5 ^ 0.9 211.8 ^ 1.0
n-C8H17NH2·HCl·18C6 2.55 ^ 0.01 37.6 ^ 1.2 223.1 ^ 1.2

TABLE IV Stability constants log K (K in l mol21) and thermo-
dynamic values DH and TDS (in kJ/mol) for the complex
formation of 18-crown-6 with the preformed complexes of a-CD
and alkylamine hydrochlorides in aqueous solution at 258C

Alkylamine complex log K 2DH TDS

n-C2H5NH2·HCl·a-CD –a ,0.5
n-C3H7NH2·HCl·a-CD 2.58 ^ 0.02 2.0 ^ 0.5 12.7 ^ 0.5
n-C4H9NH2·HCl·a-CD 2.55 ^ 0.01 4.0 ^ 1.0 10.5 ^ 1.1
n-C5H11NH2·HCl·a-CD 2.52 ^ 0.03 7.9 ^ 0.1 6.4 ^ 0.3
n-C6H13NH2·HCl·a-CD 2.57 ^ 0.13 6.0 ^ 0.3 8.6 ^ 1.0
n-C7H15NH2·HCl·a-CD 2.79 ^ 0.07 2.8 ^ 0.3 13.1 ^ 0.7
n-C8H17NH2·HCl·a-CD 2.47 ^ 0.01 3.4 ^ 0.5 10.6 ^ 0.6

a heat effect too small or titration curve not suitable for the calculation of
stability constants.

TABLE V Calculated differences of the thermodynamic data for
the reaction of alkylamines with a-CD and 18C6, according to
Scheme 1, using the experimental data from Tables 1–4

Amines D(log K) D(DH) D(TDS)

n-C3H7NH2·HCl 20.69 ^ 0.11 0.1 ^ 0.9 23.8 ^ 1.4
n-C4H9NH2·HCl 20.61 ^ 0.07 5.7 ^ 2.2 2.2 ^ 2.8
n-C5H11NH2·HCl 0.04 ^ 0.14 0.6 ^ 1.6 0.8 ^ 2.4
n-C6H13NH2·HCl 0.27 ^ 0.22 2.5 ^ 3.3 4.1 ^ 4.7
n-C7H15NH2·HCl 0.60 ^ 0.13 6.9 ^ 2.0 10.3 ^ 2.9
n-C8H17NH2·HCl 1.34 ^ 0.20 17.3 ^ 2.6 24.9 ^ 3.0
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solutions of these amines in diethylether after
passing gaseous hydrogen chloride. The hydrochlo-
rides were dried in vacuum prior to use. The ligands
18-crown-6 (18C6, Merck) and a-cyclodextrin (a-CD,
Wacker) are of the highest purity available. Bidis-
tilled water was used as solvent.

Apparatus and Measurements

Potentiometric titrations were performed using a
GLpKa analyser (Sirius Analytical Instruments,
Forest Row). The protonation constants and the
stability constants were calculated directly from the
experimental data using the software package
Refinement Pro (Version V1.114, Sirius Analytical
Instruments, Forest Row). During the titrations the
ionic strength was kept constant with KCl at
0.15 mol/l.

The calorimetric titrations were carried out using a
Tronac calorimeter (Model 450). The accuracy of the
calorimeter was checked using the reaction of
18C6 with Ba(ClO4)2 in aqueous solution. The
values obtained for the stability constant
(log K ¼ 3:55 ^ 0:03) and for the reaction enthalpy
(DH ¼ 231:7 ^ 0:8 kJ=mol) were in good accordance
with the results reported in the literature
(log K ¼ 3:50 ^ 0:08; DH ¼ 231:5 ^ 1:2 kJ=mol) [46].

Different kinds of calorimetric titrations were
performed to study the formation of 1:1 complexes of
alkylamine hydrochlorides with the ligands 18C6 or
a-CD and the corresponding 1:1:1 complexes:
a) The 1:1 complex formation between the ligands
18C6 or a-CD and the alkylamine hydrochlorides
was measured by addition of a ligand solution (0.06–
0.08 mol/l) to a solution of the alkylamine hydro-
chlorides (4 £ 1023–5 £ 1023 mol/l). The following
reaction between the ligand L and the alkylammo-
nium ions Aþ occurred in solution:

L þ Aþ $ LAþ ð5Þ

b) The formation of 1:1:1-complexes was observed in
the following way. A solution of the ligand L1 (0.06–

0.08 mol/l) was titrated into solutions containing the
already preformed complexes of the akylammonium
ions (4 £ 1023–5 £ 1023 mol/l with either 18C6 or
a-CD. The concentration of the latter ligand L2 was at
least ten times higher compared with the concen-
tration of the ammonium ion. Under these con-
ditions, one of the following reactions may take
place:

1. a competitive reaction

L1 þ AþL2 $ L1Aþ þ L2 ð6Þ

2. or the formation of an amine complex with both
ligands

L1 þ AþL2 $ L1AþL2: ð7Þ

From the mathematical evaluation of the exper-
imental titration curves, only the formation of the
complex L1AþL2 can be verified. Thus, no exchange
between both ligands took place. This is not
surprising because both ligands interact with
different binding sides of the alkylammoium cation.

Generally the heat Q produced during all
calorimetric titrations was related to the reaction
enthalpy DH after correction of all non-chemical heat
effects by the following equation:

Q ¼ Dn*DH ð8Þ

with Dn as the number of moles of the complex
formed during the titration. The mathematical
treatment of the experimental data is described in
detail in the literature [47–49].
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